Fifty Years of Iron and Steel

inspiring than the ceaseless effort: of men engaged
in the industry to find better and more economi-
cal methods of producing iron and steel. To
this must be ascribed in large part the phenome-
nal advances made in America, which has led
the world in the perfection of metallurgical
processes and the adaptation of mechanical
appliances for these processes.

In like manner there is no question that a
part of the development was due to the tariff
policy which for a great portion of this period

encouraged enterprise by protecting the strug-
gling iron and steel industries against: compe-
tition from abroad and assuring reward for
energy and ability expended in this direction,

You will pardon me if I claim a small part

.in this, for it was my privilege to be consulted
freely by William McKinley during the period

in which he labored so faithfully and effectively
for wise tariff-legislation, as well as to enjoy his

personal friendship and confidence during his
lifetime as well as during his administration*
One of the most: gratifying tasks of my life has
been the effort to repay in some small measure
the debt owed by the industries in America to
this statesman, whose broad vision had so much
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